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HISTORIC HOMES AND BUILDINGS 
OF BRISBANE 
By Miss G. G. Luttrell 
Read at a Meeting of the Society on 24 October 1974 
Brisbane has no lack of buildings that come under the 
heading of historical. My problem has not been what to put in, 
but what to leave out. 
What I have recorded from years of research covers many 
homes and buildings, and I am presenting here a selection of 
those places where some of the richest of Queensland's history 
has been sown. 
It is fitting that we should begin this preambulation into the 
past with a sighting of the very house in which this paper is 
being delivered. 
NEWSTEAD HOUSE 
Newstead House is Brisbane's oldest and most historic 
residence. It is true the Observatory pre-dates it by 20 years, 
and that there are portions of more ancient buUdings, but they 
have been incorporated in other structures of later origin. 
For instance, the Commissariat Stores became two ffoors of 
State Stores in William Street, and part of Brisbane's first 
hospital could be seen in the caretaker's cottage in the Supreme 
Court grounds before it was demolished. 
"Newstead", named after Newstead Abbey in Nottingham-
shire, was built in 1846 for Patrick Leslie of Darling Downs, 
on a knoll overlooking the junction of Brisbane River and 
Breakfast Creek. It originally stood in 17 acres of land which 
was bought for £37.10.0. Between 1847 and 1859 it was the 
residence of Leslie's brother-in-law Captain John Clements 
Wickham, who, as Government Resident of New South Wales, 
was charged with the general interest of government within 
Moreton Bay. 
Miss Luttrell, a native of Dublin, came to Australia at the age of six. With a 
rich background of history to her family in England and Ireland, it was natural she 
should become a keen student of Australian history. She was on the Council of the 
R.H.S.Q. for a time, serving as treasurer in 1945. 
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Mrs Wickham was a daughter of Hannibal Hawkins 
McArthur of Parramatta, and her two sisters married Patrick 
and George Leslie. 
The huge Johnston River fig in the forecourt was large, 
even in Captain Wickham's day. The place was found to be 
too small for the Captain's official engagements and extra 
rooms were added at each end. Newstead House became the 
social centre for the infant Brisbane town, and armed guards 
patrolled the grounds on Ball nights to discourage the 
aborigines. 
In 1859 the Captain's jurisdiction ended after the proclama-
tion of the new colony. George Harris, a merchant member of 
the Upper House and grandparent of a recent Governor-
General of Australia, R. G. Casey, became owner. In 1876 
Harris sold to a James Taylor. In 1888 the property was trans-
ferred to the Land Bank of Queensland, and the following year 
there was a further subdivision, and the portion with the house 
on it passed into the hands of the Federal Building and Land 
Investment Society, who in 1891 sold it to Wm. Perry (Perry 
House, Elizabeth St.) and from him it was purchased by 
Lysaght Brothers in 1898. In 1908 Mrs. Caroline Amelia 
Heaslop owned the property, and from her the City of Brisbane 
bought it in 1918." 
The idea of "Newstead". being made avaUable for the 
Historical Society's purposes was first mooted in August 1931 
and an agreement was reached by which the Society was given 
the use of rooms in the house under a 21-year lease at a 
peppercorn rent. Mr Ingio Jones was then President of the 
Society and he accepted formally on 30 August 1932. 
The Governor, Sir Leslie Qrme WUson, in 1934 suggested 
the whole house be handed over for the establishment of a 
permanent Historical Museum. At a meeting of the City 
CouncU on 28 February 1939 a resolution was carried "that 
Newstead House be placed under Trust for the use and enjoy-
ment of the Historical Society for all time". The Trust had one 
Government member, one Council member, and one Historical 
Society member. 
We had Newstead House for just six months when war broke 
out. In February 1942 the American armed forces took over 
the house and occupied it until early 1946. Unfortunately, 
quite a number of records were lost during that period. 
PUGIN'S CHAPEL, ST. STEPHEN'S 
Pugin's Chapel stands on the Edward Street side of 
St. Stephen's Cathedral and was buiU in 1850, before 
separation. Pugin was the man who, in partnership with Barry, 
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Pugin's Chapel is old and time-worn, but when this paper was delivered, steps were 
being taken to restore it as far as possible. 
designed the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben in London. 
He was a briUiant if controversial man, and a leading light 
in Britain for Church designing at the time. Roman Catholic 
authorities in Brisbane commissioned him to design the church, 
which was dedicated on 10 May 1850. (Note, the first Catholic 
Church in Brisbane was built in 1842/3 on the site of what is 
now the Forum Theatre, at the corner of Albert and Elizabeth 
Streets). 
ALL SAINTS' CHURCH 
In 1856 land was granted on Windmill HUl for the estabUsh-
ment of a Church to serve the infant colony and the then 
fashionable suburb developing on the high land overlooking 
what was to be the city. The original stone church, which 
seated 400, welcomed its first worshippers in 1862. It was 
built of pink porphyry from Windsor quarries and by 1869 
was already too small. It was reconstructed by R. G. Suter 
and all the original blocks were carefully re-used. Walls were 
made 20 inches thick and the cost was £1200. 
The city has now crept up around its walls. When Wickham 
Terrace and Ann Street were laid out, the church set among 
trees occupied the triangle at their junction. The organ built 
in 1873 was originaUy in old St. John's Pro-Cathedral in 
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George Street. The fine stained glass windows, a gift from the 
Rev. T. Jones and family in 1870, are probably the oldest in 
Queensland. In 1887 when the railway linking the Valley 
and Brisbane Central was buUt, numbers of the congregation 
were worried because the tunnel was to go under their church. 
The worry was needless; the 20-inch thick waUs withstood the 
blasting carried out below them. 
To mark the first centenary of All Saints', a sculpture of 
Christ accepting the cross, done by Andor Meszaros, was 
erected in the western courtyard. In November 1970 the 
building was placed under protection of the National Trust "to 
be preserved at all times and at all costs". 
HARRIESVILLE 
Set among pine trees on the river-side at West End is 
Harriesville, generally considered to be Brisbane's best surviv-
ing example of early colonial architecture in timber. Unlike its 
contemporaries which have been demolished or most 
unsympathetically remodelled, it is lovingly preserved by its 
present owner. Built in 1872 by Mr. Eustace Harries, chief 
draughtsman of the Colonial Architects Office, this house 
demonstrates how the traditional proportions of the Georgian 
period could be adapted to the climatic conditions of the 
Colonies. 
After the death of Mr. Harries the house had several 
distinguished tenants but the original family resumed residence 
in 1888. In the 1893 ffood, furniture and outbuildings were 
swept away, but although the swirling flood waters rose to 
the level of the fanlights, the house was saved, because some-
one had the forethought to leave the French lights leading to 
the verandah open. 
The roof, built like a step pyramid entirely of timber, was 
originally covered with shingles but these later were replaced 
with corrugated iron. Graceful pairs of posts support the curved 
iron of the verandah roof, and wide hand-wrought chamfer 
boards line the walls. The internal fittings and joinery, even 
part of the framing, are of red cedar, which was then plentiful 
in the forests south of Brisbane. 
COURT HOUSE, CLEVELAND 
When Moreton Bay penal settlement was abolished in 1839, 
the present sites of Brisbane and Cleveland were most 
discussed as suitable for the capital. A lot of people wanted 
Cleveland as port, and Ipswich as business centre. Sir George 
Gipps decided to inspect the area in 1842, but his ship arrived 
27 
at low tide and he had to trudge through yards of mud to 
reach the shore. After this undignified incident (some say he 
fell on his face getting out of the boat) Sir George's vote went 
to Brisbane. One of the most disappointed men was Francis 
Bigge, a squatter who believed in Cleveland and built a large 
brick hotel, still in existence, which was known as Bigge's 
Folly. He also buiU a store, a sawmill, and financed a road to 
Ipswich. 
The Old Court House, buih of hand-made bricks in 1854 
was used by him in which to conduct a weekly church service 
and later leased to the Government for a Police Court and 
lock-up. In 1961 it was carefully restored as a tea-room for 
tourists, and acts as a sort of museum for the district. 
Once it had been rejected as capital of the State, Cleveland 
to a large extent faded from pubUc notice and became a 
quiet fishing viUage. 
EULALIA, NORMAN PARK 
Eulalia, at 75 Mcllwraith Avenue, Norman Park, is one of 
the gems of the colonial era. It was built in 1889 for Mr. 
Justice Real of the Supreme Court. Architects were John 
Hall and Son, and builders Worley and Whitehead of Ipswich. 
The walls are 14 inches thick brickwork covered with plaster, 
and the roof is of beautiful imported reddish slate. When Mr. 
Stanley Hancock and his wife bought the property in 1939 it 
had been unoccupied for about ten years, but they restored it 
to its original magnificence, a graceful reminder of more 
leisurely times. 
JOSS HOUSE 
Breakfast Creek was named by John Oxley for obvious 
reasons. He had breakfast there in 1823 on his exploratory 
cruise up the Brisbane River. On the south bank of the creek 
is Newstead House, and on the North bank, incongruously 
set between a racecourse and a community of people of Italian 
descent, is Brisbane's only Chinese Buddhist Temple. It was 
built in 1884 by local Chinese market gardeners, and supported 
by their countrymen from the Palmer gold field, who imported 
workmen and materials from China. During the New Year 
celebrations fire crackers were exploded and local children 
gathered around for free rice and ginger. 
In 1930 it was closed because the younger generation had 
grown up Christians and, its ownership becoming obscure. 
It became a doss house for vagrants who destroyed its altars, 
bells, gongs and statues. The Brisbane Chinese community 
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formed a Temple Society in 1966 to restore and preserve it, 
both as a place of worship and as an historic building. 
Furnishings were imported from Hong Kong, and at 2 a.m. on 
13 June 1966 (the most propitious time according to thek 
gods) the Triad Holy Temple for Chinese Buddhists was 
re-opened. 
STATE STORES BUILDING 
The old State Stores Building was begun in 1828 and 
finished the foUowing year. It is still in the original state, 
although an additional building has been added above it. The 
bars on the small windows were beaten by hand, and huge 
beams holding the roof are hand-hewn and show the axe marks 
StUl. 
Emigrants landing at the old wharf (now demolished for 
the freeway) camped the first night on the hUlside in front of 
the Stores untU their tents and provisions had been issued to 
them. 
OAKWALL 
Tucked away not far from Lutwyche Road is Oakwall, buUt 
in the early 1860's at Windsor Heights for Sir James Cockle, 
Queensland's first Chief Justice. It is one of the first, and at 
the same time one of the best preserved colonial residences 
in Brisbane. When Sir James and Lady Cockle returned to 
England, Oakwall was bought by the architect who designed it, 
James Cowlishaw, whose descendants stUl occupy it and have 
renovated it. It is built of large squared blocks of Brisbane 
freestone with a base of pink porphyry rubble. The roof is 
covered with Welsh slate. Pairs of closely spaced posts support 
the weight of the slate-roofed verandah and pedimented porch. 
As Oakwall demonstrates, the early builders made no attempt 
to raise their houses; this did not come for about 40 years, 
around the turn of the century. 
BELLEVUE HOTEL 
The Bellevue Hotel is faced on opposite corners by its 
distinguished neighbours. Parliament House and the 
Queensland Club. After the opening of Parliament House the 
first section of the Bellevue was built, and it offered "private" 
accommodation. The actual date of its completion is obscure, 
but it was first licensed in 1883 and from then untU 1911 held 
by Queensland Trustees in trust for one Thirza Zabel. It was 
then purchased by Ann Finnigan during whose ownership it 
was renovated. 
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The Queensland Club building at the corner ot George and Alice Streets, opposite the 
Bellevue Hotel. The Club was formed by twenty prominent citizens four days before 
the state's separation from New South Wales in 1859, and this site was acquired in 1880. 
An interesting attachment to the main buUding is a land-
mark known as" "The Cottage". In early days of Brisbane it 
was used as the Johnsonian Club, and later as a residence by 
many weU-known identities—to name a few, the Beits of 
Toowoomba, George Warry of Maryborough, and Percy 
St. John of theatrical fame. Qld registers of the hotel include 
names of several Prime Ministers and Judges, Dame Nellie 
Melba, Dame Sybil Thorndike and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
A few more recent licensees were Mary Maguire (1933), 
Mrs. Redmond Byrne (1937 to 1940, when she sold to G. A. 
Adams of Melbourne for £60,000). Much of the old hotel's 
character came from its tracery of cast iron balustrades, 
valances and columns screening deep verandahs. 
HIGH BARBAREE 
High Barbaree stands in a lacy setting of jacarandas at 
Albany Creek Road, Aspley. In the hall is a photostat copy 
of the deed of grant of land signed by Governor Bowen and 
dated 1861 in favour of one David Barker. Later it was sold 
to a Mr. Graham. The present owners bought it in 1968. They 
are Mr. and Mrs. Ronald McLeod and are doing a wonderful 
job of restoration and refurnishing. The place was once called 
"Arrawa". It houses some particularly beautiful pieces of 
furniture and wrought iron work. 
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THE HOSPICE 
The Hospice at Lytton Road, East Brisbane, is now a home 
for elderly Christadelphians. It was built for Captain George 
Heath, R.N., who named it "Hanworth". He arrived in 
Brisbane in 1860 and became Queensland's first Port Master 
in 1862. He had a telescope installed in the attic. This grace-
ful house lay right in the path of one of the proposed new 
bridges and was most forcefully defended by the late Louise 
Harris, former secretary of the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland. 
MIEGUNYAH 
Miegunyah in Jordan Terrace, Newstead, was buUt in 1886 
by Herbert Perry, a member of the family of ironmongers who 
traded in Perry House, Elizabeth Street. It was for years 
known as "Beverley Wood". AU doors, architraves and 
skirting boards are of cedar, but unfortunately were painted 
over when the place was converted into flats. The house was 
acquired by the Queensland Women's Historical Association. It 
gradually restored the place, which has now been converted 
into an historical museum as a memorial to the pioneer women 
of the State. 
SOMERVILLE HOUSE 
Mr. T. B. Stephens, a Lancashire wool expert and later one 
of Brisbane's first Mayors, bought 16 acres of land on a hiU 
in South Brisbane and in 1870 buUt a home for his Lancashire 
bride. He called it "Cumboo quepa" which was aboriginal for 
the adjacent water holes. 
When the South Coast railway was built, the house and 
half the land were resumed. Stephens' son buUt a new 
"Cumboo quepa" on the remaining land. It was then Brisbane's 
largest residence, red brick, with steep slated roof, marble 
floors, vaulted ceilings, and stained glass windows depicting 
characters from Shakespeare. The Stephens family Uveci there 
untU 1905, after which it was a boarding house untU in 1919 
the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches bought it to convert 
into a high school for girls. The lagoons were filled in to form 
playing fields. In honour of a nineteenth century Scottish 
woman educator, the property was named "Somerville House" 
and is now one of Brisbane's largest independent girls schools. 
MOONEY MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN 
The Mooney Memorial Fountain stands on the comer of 
Queen and Eagle Streets. One Friday evening in March 1877 
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a fij'e broke out in a grocery store in Queen Street, but the 
turncock at the reservoir had turned off the water supply for 
the week-end and the volunteer firemen had difficulty in saving 
any of the stores. The heat of the fire exploded a cask of spirits 
over one of the helpers, 22-year-old James Mooney, causing 
burns of which he later died. The citizens of Brisbane were 
invited to subscribe to build a memorial to this young man 
who, by the way, was an American. 
The Brisbane Council started the fund with £200 towards 
the cost of a fountain, and also offered £10 as a prize for the 
best design, but rejected all entries. Later the city engineer's 
design was approved and tenders were called. Ultimately that 
of a Mr. W. Webster was accepted, although at £370 it was 
more than the limit they had set. The fountain was unveiled 
in 1880 but to the dismay of the Council the builder had cut 
down the shade trees around it because they hid his work. 
However they were replaced and now provide a cool shelter 
for bus passengers. 
LOTA HOUSE 
The buUding of Lota House was started in 1862, and while 
they were waiting for it the Duckett Whites lived for a short 
time at Tingalpa House. They moved to Lota in 1863. It is a 
house roofed with dark grey slates and having wide stone 
verandahs on front and sides. The French windows on the 
ground floor were protected by tall cedar shutters. 
WiUiam Duckett White was an Irishman and the place was 
named after their home which overlooked Cork Harbour. This, 
their Australian home, overlooked Moreton Bay. Mr. White 
was the founder of Beau Desert Station, which was spelt as 
two words, and was a member of Queensland's first Parliament. 
He was a friend of Sir George Ferguson Bowen who often 
visited "Lota". The White family must have previously lived at 
Hamilton, as the marriage of their daughter to Captain Graham 
Mylne, a retired army officer, is recorded as taking place in 
a house there. WUUam Duckett White died in 1893. A son of 
the Mylnes took over "Lota" in 1907. Later it was rented to 
the Macartneys for a while before they moved to Ormiston 
House. 
Originally there was a lodge cottage at the gate of "Lota", 
and a number of South Sea Islanders worked in the gardens 
there. At present it is the Edwin Marsden Tooth home for the 
elderly, who live in cottages in the grounds. The house is used 
as a community centre and for administration purposes. 
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FORT LYTTON 
In 1823 the ticket of leave men, Pamphlett, Finnegan and 
Parsons, first sighted the Brisbane River from the present 
site of Fort Lytton, but U was not untU 1860 that the first 
Governor, Sir George Ferguson Bowen, named it Lytton and 
at the same time named Bulwer Island on the northern bank 
of the Brisbane River. The Fort, as such, dates from the 
Russian scare in the 1880s, when the government of the day 
feared invasion and fortified it. The setting out of the place^— 
barracks, gun turrets and all—cost £4,700. 
It is hard to believe now that in 1900 a town of 100 
families stood around the fort. In 1905 the Government took 
over the site and the town gradually disappeared. During 
World Wars I and II guns for intercepting aircraft were 
emplaced there. More recently when the Ampol Refinery 
acquired the site. Sir Raphael Cilento on behalf of the Royal 
Historical Society asked that the Fort be preserved. This the 
company agreed to do. The Historical Society unveiled a 
plaque on the fortification in November 1966. 
QLD MASONIC TEMPLE 
Alice Street was a good address in the latter half of the last 
century. The historic George Street corner buildings aU have 
Alice Street entrances and just down the road, almost opposite 
the present main entrance to the Botanical Gardens stands 
the old Masonic Temple. 
It was not the first Temple of the Masons in Brisbane. 
That was the old Albert HaU, which served them from 1875 
to 1885. The foundation stone of the second Temple which 
was designed by J. J. Clark, the Government Architect, was 
laid by the Hon. Augustus Charles Gregory on 21 August 1885 
and the buUding at the time was described as "imposing" with 
its two large banqueting haUs and 18 smaUer rooms. 
In 1893 the floods came into the ground floor rooms and 
stopped short of the central staircase. The 1974 flood came 
only as far as the Cobb & Co. buildings next door. By 1939 
the Masonic fraternity found the building inadequate and 
moved to the present site in Ann Street handing over the old 
buUding to the University of Queensland. The Department of 
Anatomy moved in two years later. The Department of 
Dentistry also occupied the building, but in World War II 
both moved out and part of the University Civil Engineering 
and the Red Cross took over. In 1974 the National Trust put 
the buUding on the "preserve at all costs" list, but its cedar, 
stone and cast iron make-up is not likely to be useful much 
longer without some sort of rejuvenation scheme. 
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VICTORIA BRIDGE 
The first temporary bridge over the Brisbane River at the 
site we know as "Victoria Bridge" was opened for traffic 24 
June 1865. It was a wooden structure. Prior to this in 1864 
the first permanent bridge was commenced, but was not 
completed untU 1874 and was swept away by the floods in 
1893. It was originally a toll bridge-—one penny for foot 
passengers and a shilling for a horse and cart—but the toll 
was abolished in 1877. The second temporary bridge served 
the city from September 1893 until it was washed away in 
1896. The second permanent bridge was of six spans and 
metal superstructure. It was declared open to the public by 
Lord Lamington on 22 June 1897. 
In late 1940 the city engineers were saying it was unsafe 
for the city's increased traffic, and over a couple of years 1000 
tons of concrete was stripped from its footpaths and roadways. 
It continued in use for many years and was demolished in 1969. 
At this time some old coins were found in the stonework of the 
foundations. All that remains of the old bridge now is one of 
the southern arches which has been preserved on the south 
bank. It has a plaque declaring it a memorial to Hector Vasyli, 
an 11-year-old newspaper seller who was knocked down and 
killed by an Army truck bringing soldiers returning from World 
War I to the city. 
The third permanent bridge, our present Victoria Bridge, 
a very graceful structure of three spans in box concrete, cost 
$2,300,000. It went in sUghtly upstream of the old bridge, and 
when the underwater supports were being constructed, a 
number of wooden piles from the 1896 bridge were found 
in the river bed. 
Editor's Note: 
Miss Luttrell's paper covered 39 of Brisbane's Historic 
homes and buildings. It has been reduced to meet the require-
ments of space. For that reason, many buildings that could be 
regarded as obvious for inclusion in such a survey are not 
mentioned in this summary of the complete text. 
